
Ten days before Hurricane Katrina wreaked

her destruction on the Gulf Coast, Kelvin East,

a 45-year-old blind man from Marrero, suffered

a broken jaw and had arch bars surgically

bolted to his face at Charity Hospital.  An

independent and strong willed man, Kelvin

made the most of this new disability.

As the hurricane approached, Kelvin and his

twin brother, Melvin, chose to ride out the

storm in their home.  In the aftermath, they

survived on the food from their thawing freezer

and water.  Eventually their water supply ran

out and having no other recourse, they drained

the water heater to keep from dehydrating.

Soon the food supply began to dwindle and

Hurricane Rita was rapidly approaching.

Kelvin and Melvin decided not to chance

another hurricane; they contacted a friend with

a tugboat and made their way to a relative’s

home in Morgan City.  After their return to

Marrero, the arch bars were becoming

extremely painful and Kelvin was in need of

medical attention.  He tried to locate the

original physician, but Charity Hospital was no

longer an option.

After several weeks of searching for a

physician who could help him with his needs,

Kelvin was running out of patience.  A friend

suggested he contact Lighthouse for the Blind.

Kelvin was reluctant but in December 2005 he

called Lighthouse social worker, Elizabeth

Mire, for help.

Ms. Mire worked with a local physician and

eventually located a surgeon in Houma who

could give Kelvin the medical attention he
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John Vallery receives the key to his trailer

Lighthouse FEMA trailers

A Lighthouse Client’s Katrina Story

For blind employee and Lighthouse reception-

ist, Shirley Pratts, returning to New Orleans

post-Katrina was not a question.  This is her

home - where her family and friends are.  Her

residence in Gentilly was flooded with 5 feet of

water and she knew returning there was not an

immediate option.

She initially evacuated to St. Louis where she

stayed with her daughter. Health problems kept

her from returning as quickly as she wanted, so

she began researching housing for her return.

She quickly realized, like many homeless New

Orleanians, that there were very few housing

options available, and most of those had a
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THE LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND serves people in the region
who are blind or visually impaired by providing job training, competitive
employment and services.  Our goal is to promote individual independence
and self-reliance.  We are committed to the proactive development of
quality products and services.  The Lighthouse works in cooperation and
partnership with private, public and nonprofit entities.

“The Lighthouse is alive and well.”
Those words sound a message that is like-
ly the most important one we could possi-
bly use to begin our annual report.  John
Jeremiah, Chairman of our Board of
Directors, told me sometime back that we
all would feel like we had reached a major
milestone when we could go a single day
without hearing the word “Katrina.”  It may
be years before we reach that point, but I
am pleased to be able to tell you that our
organization is on solid ground.

While property, business and equipment
are important, our people are key and we
are pleased to be able to report that we did
not lose a single employee that can be
directly attributable to Katrina.  Every indi-
vidual, however, was impacted by this dis-
aster and the extent of this impact is still
being realized.  Many organizations and
individuals provided much needed support
to our employees and for that, we will be
forever grateful.  Even when I could not
determine what kind of help was needed, it
came in abundance.  Thank you to all who
contributed and kept us in your prayers.

I am really proud of our staff.  In a most
difficult time, our people never lost sight of
our mission and made the transition from
survival to operational, within just a few

A Message from the President

Bill Price,
Lighthouse 
President

weeks.  They deserve the credit for our exis-
tence and would make any organization
proud.

Today, the Lighthouse is different.  Critical
manufacturing has been temporarily relocat-
ed.  Clients are now in a much larger geo-
graphic area and many employees have not
returned.  Our “Mission” however, has not
changed.  Our Board of Directors, despite
storm issues of their own, has been engaged
and providing guidance through professional-
ly led strategic planning sessions.  I especial-
ly appreciate their participation during diffi-
cult times. 

Ms. Katrina caused us to miss our “90 Years
of Service” event.  The good news is, she will
not cause us to miss our “100 Year” celebra-
tion. 

— Bill Price
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the Lighthouse for services, and one that is a

fee-for-service transportation program

(called Lighthouse Transportation Service, or

LTS) that takes visually impaired clients from

their homes to anywhere they want to travel

in the area, such as to doctors’ offices and

for shopping.  With the critical condition of

the paratransit system in the New Orleans

area, the LTS has been an immediate suc-

cess.

Children’s programs and technology

training took the hardest hit from the storm,

and are still in the rebuilding process.

Summer camp is being held for the fourth

The Lighthouse Services Department

reopened in early November.  Although staff

had experienced traumatic experiences ranging

from losing everything to evacuating with a

newborn, we were ready to get to work.  

Clients returned surprisingly soon, and need-

ed not only the visual aids and assistance the

Lighthouse always provided, but also request-

ed replacement of household items, transporta-

tion and other critical needs.  Crisis counseling

was also needed and provided by Elizabeth

Mire, the Lighthouse social worker.  Calvin Lee,

in the Information and Referral Center, helped

clients to locate healthcare providers and other

services, in a region where many medical serv-

ices had vanished.  The Low Vision Store,

Magnifiers and More, quickly became busy

replacing lost or flooded visual aids.  The

Lighthouse Low Vision Clinic also was reestab-

lished in November.  

Some normalcy has been reestablished

with the recommencement of the adult adjust-

ment to blindness program, and a new adult

leisure/community integration program called

Next Step will begin in June under the leader-

ship of Jenice Heck, the Lighthouse’s occupa-

tional therapist.  We have two vans now trans-

porting clients, one between clients’ homes and

Lighthouse Services
Programs Update

The Workforce Development department is
making a quick come back post-Katrina.
Currently, while the number of Workforce
Development staff has decreased from eight to
five, the number of client referrals from the
Louisiana Rehabilitation Services has not.  By
the end of February, Simone Nolan, Director of
Employment Services, and one other staff
member were actively assisting 10 clients in
job placement and training.  The number of
clients being helped with job training and
employment increases daily. 
The influx of evacuees to the

Houma/Thibodaux area created a distinct need
to expand Lighthouse services to those areas.
A new job coordinator has been hired for this
area; he now assists 13 clients in job training
and employment.
With the return of the Deaf/Blind Program

Coordinator at the end of March, the program
was resumed April 1st.  Two individuals are
currently enrolled in the 6-month course that
helps train the individual for competitive
employment, which includes resolution of
issues with communication, mobility and one’s
ability to live independently.

Workforce Development

Ann H. 
Butcher, PhD.
Director of Services

continued on page 7

        



2005 Financial Report
Revenue by Source

Expenses by Activity

Sales by Category

Manufacturing $7,725,866 79.9%

Services $970,525 10.0%

Administration $829,666 8.6%

Development $141,465 1.5%

Total $9,667,522 100%

Manufacturing $7,965,013 85.4%

Fee for Service $536,551 5.8%

Grants $455,708 4.9%

Gifts (non-capital) $262,215 2.8%

Investments $105,437 1.1%

Bequests $2,613 0.0%

Total $9,329,583 100%

Paper Plate $3,059,421 36.0%

Paper Cup $1,566,416 18.4%

Paper Towel $1,080,458 12.7%

Service Contracts $824,223 9.7%

Textiles $520,710 6.1%

Assembly $504,789 5.9%

Mops and Brooms $399,786 4.7%

Fee for Service $362,781 4.3%

Resale $182,968 2.2%

Total $8,501,552 100%

80.2%

10.7%8.0%
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1.1%
0% 2.8%
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needed.  Through

a Lighthouse

grant from Guide

Dogs for the

Blind, Kelvin was

able to make

many trips to

Houma.  The

help didn’t stop there. Grant money from the

Lighthouse for the Blind Auxiliary purchased a

large button telephone, so he could stay in

touch with his doctor and the Lighthouse, and

a walking cane for him.  Funds from the Ernst

& Young Foundation grant were used to

purchase household items for Kelvin since

Katrina had damaged most of the roof on his

house and destroyed a good portion of his

belongings.

With the arch bars removed, Kelvin is finding

life a bit more comfortable.  He still resides in

Marrero, living in a FEMA trailer on his property.

He continues to work with Ms. Mire on several

other goals.  His experience has made him

rethink his initial reluctance about contacting

the Lighthouse, stating, “If you’re blind or

visually impaired, you need to contact the

Lighthouse.  The services have been wonderful

and if it wouldn’t have been for Ms. Mire’s

persistence, I would still have that “iron thing”

in my mouth!”
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Kelvin East and Elizabeth Mire
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Mr. John L. Carlton
Mr. & Mrs. Julian R. Carruth
Miss Gladys Chehardy
Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Conner
Colonel & Mrs. Nelson P. Conover
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert R. Copeland
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Corenswet, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James Cronvich
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Currence, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Dalton, Jr.

Mr. Michael Daul, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Carl J. Dicharry
Ms. Martha Eshleman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fain
Thomas B. Favrot Family Fund
Mrs. Vivian T. Frensilli
Mr. Pierce E. Goertz
Mrs. Camille Grefer
Ms. Diane R. Guedry
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Handelman
Mr. H. Gordon Hartman
Mr. James A. Hartman
Dr. & Mrs. Lionel H. Head
Mr. & Mrs. Thorn B. Himel
Mr. & Mrs. John Hutton, Jr.
Mr. Frank A. Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Jeremiah
Mr. Patrick E. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Henry J. Jumonville III
Mrs. Lucille King
Mr. I. Harold Koretzky

Mr. & Mrs. David J. Krebs
Mr. Rick Krohn
Mrs. Fred A. Kullman
Mr. & Mrs. Owen J. LaCour, Sr.
Lauricella Land Company
Mr. Robert I. Lawson, Jr.
Mrs. Robin T. Lee & Family
Mr. & Mrs. T. B. Lockett
Luling Elementary School
Mrs. Paula Maher
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen F. Martin
Ms. Charlene A. Muntz
Lila Lee B. & Morris W. Newman 1998
Charitable Lead Unitrust
Dr. J. Lockwood Ochsner
Mrs. Patsy Perkins
Mrs. Murray Pitts
Ms. Marie E. Rau
Robert’s Gumbo Shop
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin J. Roussell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Rugeley

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Ryan
Leo W. Seal Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. I. William Sizeler
Ms. Renee Smith
Mr. Saul Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Harold H. Stream
Super Bright Star Janitorial
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Talbot
Mrs. Virginia N. Toombs
Louis J. Treuting, Jr.
Mr. John Vallery
Mr. Richard Vinas
Ms. Sallie Weissinger
Mr. & Mrs. W. James Wilkinson
Margaret Ann Williams Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Mark Winter & Mrs. Carla Seyler
Ms. Betty Wisdom
Captain & Mrs. John M. Wondergem
Anonymous (1)

SPONSORS
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Lucy Thomas Crowgey
Mr. & Mrs. David Conroy

Jane Farnsworth
Mrs. H. J. Jumonville

Donald Osborn Furlow
Mr. & Mrs. W. A. Schroeder

Charles Gibbins
Mrs. Myrtle Gibbins

Helen Guidry
Mr. & Mrs. William Flanagan

William Oliver Knowles, Sr.
Ellen D. King

Herbert S. Livaudais
Mrs. H. J. Jumonville

Frank Mangiaracina
Broadmoor Baptist Church
Mrs. Jane Wyckoff
Virginia L. Wyckoff

Stephen P. Marcev
Elizabeth T. Marcev

Mayer Mayer
B. David Aldridge
Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Antin
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert R. Copeland
Mr. & Mrs. Steven J. Dassey
Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Fried, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph S. Gunde
Mrs. Barbara Levy
People Program of Sisters of St. Joseph
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence S. Peters
Arthur Reuter
Roland J. Wiltz

Judge Henry Mentz
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Reed
Lighthouse for the Blind Auxiliary

James S. Rees, Jr.
Mrs. H. J. Jumonville

Walter Siren
People Program of the Sisters of St.
Joseph

Paula Tuman
Mrs. M. B. Myers

LIGHTHOUSE VOLUNTEERS

We strive to ensure accuracy in these listings. Please call Development Office Manager Amy D’Aquila at (504) 899-4501 to report any errors.

Mrs. Edwin Colton II
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Colton III

Doris Lamarque
Phaedra Galloway

Tony Green
Linda Green

Virginia Miller
Nancy McNee Combs & Colleagues

Michelle Nader
Reverend Rhenne A. Cervantes

Murray Pitts
Hannah Blumenthal

Shirley Pratts
Ms. Myrtle Z. Charbonnet
Ms. Phyllis C. Lodrig

Peggy Jane Reed
Mrs. Lanier L. Hosford
Jane T. Sheppard
Lamarque

Josh Aiken
Megan Allen
Patty Alphonse
Peggy Armstrong
Ellen Atamirano
Pam Bagneris
Melody Baker
Andrew Balazs
Brooke Barrios
Erica Bodden
Katie Bolin
Robert Bories

Kevin Bozant
Lloyd Campo
Chad Carollo
Deidre Coleman
Gail Crespo
Courtney Culotta
Debbie Donahoe
Maddie Elliot
Steven Furr
Lauren Galniche
Glenn Gaudet
Cece Gehrig

Suzanne Gille
Kathleen Golden 
Frances Hecker
Diane Hendawi
Derrek Honeycutt
William Jeremiah
Tricia Johnston
Joshua Kackley
Beverly Kaplan
Jennifer Lacy
Megan Landry
Kensie Little

Doris Lloyd
Julie McDonald
Melanie McGuire
Melissa Miller
David Mire
Bart Moreau
Blake Nolan
Beth Perkins 
Emily Poché
Sharon Quail
Raine Rafferty
Leah Robinson

Soulé Rodrique
Caroline Romano
Stacey Ross
Ray Rivere
Rebecca Saunders
Betty Schneider
The Reverend Kent
Schneider
Lenny Schopp
Cindy Small
Judy Starrett 
Elizabeth Sullivan

Barbara Thompson
Liz Thorton
Courtney Tippins
Kristen Tomey
Adam Tosh
Algandra
Velasquez

Steve Weisgerber

Jessica West

Jaronet Whitaker  

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Bold type indicates persons memorialized

HONOR
DONATIONS
Bold type indicates persons honored

Mr. & Mrs. Brian E. Salathe
Mr. & Mrs. Walter B. Salaun, Jr.
Mr. Karl M. Samuels
Mr. R. W. Sanders
Mr. Lawrence C. Saunders
Robert L. Scheuermann, M.D.
Mrs. Daisy B. Schexnaydre
Mrs. John P. Schiro
Mr. Peter Schlegel
Mrs. Lily Schlesinger
Mrs. Margot H. Schneidau
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur O. Schott
Mrs. Marie L. Scioneaux
Mrs. Inez Pierce Segreto

Mrs. Sandra Sciacca Shilstone
Mrs. Betty Shipman
Mr. James Shuey
Ms. Elizabeth Silva
Mrs. Dorothy Leach Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald R. Sowers
Mr. William Springer
St. Vincent DePaul Society of St.
Henry Church
Mr. Bobby Stelly
Ms. Daphynea Sterling
Warren & Sylvia Stern

Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Stiegler
Mr. & Mrs. Leon L. Stockwell III
Sophia & David Stone Family
Advised Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Swift
Ms. Janyce Sylvester
Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Tatje
Mr. Alcide J. Tervalon, Jr. 
Mr. Paul C. Thionville
Dr. & Mrs. Hyman C. Tolmas
Dr. & Mrs. James Kent Treadway, Jr.
Mr. Edmund J. Tunstall
Mrs. Louise C. Turansky
Ms. Shirley F. Unangst

Mr. & Mrs. Louis J. Uzee
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Vaccaro
Mrs. A. J. Valentino
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Vicknair
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald F. Villars
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Von Hoven, Sr.
Mrs. Frances C. Vuskovich
Mr. Rick Wachsler
Mr. & Mrs. Terence E. Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar J. Weaver
Mrs. Edward F. Wegmann
Dr. and Mrs. Maurice O.
Weilbaecher< Sr.
Dr. & Mrs. Morris J. Weisler

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Widofsky
Mrs. Ottis Theresa Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Walter M. Williams, Jr.
Mr. Robert L. Willard
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Wirth, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew B. Wisdom
Mr. & Mrs. Bolyn J. Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. D. Brent Wood
Anonymous (8)

SUPPORTERS
Continued

Ms. Alison Aucoin
Ms. Helen Austin
Mr. Daniel Buckman
Mr. Alvin Carthon, Jr.
Mrs. Carolyn Clausing
Ms. Gail Crespo
Mr. Lloyd Donahoe
Mr. & Mrs. James Early
Mr. & Mrs. James Fried

Ms. Diane Heidorn
Mr. Paul Jackanin
Mr. Rick Krohn
Little Sisters of the Poor
Ms. Lois M. Mahl
Mr. George E. Martinez
Mrs. Jane Dart Maunsell
Ms. Virginia Miller
Mrs. David Moser

Mr. Bruce Naccari
New Orleans Jazz & Heritage
Festival Foundation, Inc.
Ms. C. L. Pfister
Ms. Margurite Ponder
Mr. Don Prillaman
Mrs. Rodrigue
Mr. Cliff Rogillio
Mr. A. Wendel Stout

Mr. James R. Sutterfield

Mrs. Alfred Valderrama

Mr. Jack Vidou

Mr. & Mrs. George Villere

WWL-TV

Mrs. Arlene Wandell

Wendy’s International, Inc.

Ms. Shirley Woods

IN KIND GIFTS

year in a row.  Our technology specialist had to

move following Katrina, but recently the

Lighthouse hired a new person to teach adaptive

technology.  

One of our biggest current challenges is to adapt

the provision of services so that we can reach not

only clients here at the Lighthouse but also those

who have relocated to surrounding areas due to

the storm.  We are working together to do so and

are confident that we will succeed.

Lighthouse Services
Programs Update
continued from page 3

Bill Price
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
John Jeremiah

Chairman
Brent Wood

Vice-Chairman
Lonnie Stockwell

Treasurer
Patricia Krebs
Secretary

Nicolas Bazan, MD, PhD
Creed Brierre
Lynne Burkart

Helen Nalty Butcher
Nicki Candies
Linda Conner

Mathilde Villere Currence
Celeste Eustis
Roy Fausset
Hattie Fraser
Charles Glaser
James Gray

Chris Harrison
Gordon Hartman

Sandra Janes-Reagan
John Jeremiah
Patricia Krebs
Barry Leader
Steve Martin

Jerry Neumeyer
Elizabeth Ryan
Lonnie Stockwell
Robert Talbot

Andrew Wisdom
Brent Wood

BOARD OF ADVISORS
Dr. Joyce Adema

Mark Brown
Troy Carter
Juli Ann Hart

I. Harold Koretzky
Marc Livaudais
Virginia C. Miller
Kevin Rafferty

Carroll W. Suggs
George Villere

                                                                



higher monthly price tag than she could

afford.  With this in mind she began the

process of trying to acquire a FEMA trailer –

but if she was able to get one where would

she put it?

That’s where the Lighthouse stepped in.

Lighthouse staff was aware of the fact that

many employees wanted to return but could

not due to the lack of adequate housing.

Rick Krohn, Lighthouse Director of Industrial

Operations, contacted FEMA regarding FEMA

trailers being placed on Lighthouse property.

After many phone calls and hours of meetings

and planning, the work paid off.

The trailers were delivered in late January -

well before the facility groundwork was

completed. Contractors worked diligently for

over a month leveling the ground, installing

water and sewer lines and electrical boxes on

the S. Front Street side of the property.  By

early March, the grounds were ready for the

installation of the twelve trailers plus one

laundry unit.  

Additional security lighting was installed; a

handrail system was built around the trailers

to provide the blind and visually impaired a

guide to and from their trailers; a gate was

also installed for added security.

Maintenance is provided by FEMA at no

cost to the tenant. The electricity and water

are also provided at no charge.  The only

living expense that the tenant must incur,

besides personal items and food, is propane

gas.

John Vallery, blind from an accident he had

in his early 20’s, has been a Lighthouse

employee since 1957.   He lost all of his

belongings when his home in Mid City flooded.

After evacuating to his brother’s home in

Texas, Mr. Vallery went to River Ridge to

reside with a cousin while deciding what he

needed to do next.

Mr. Vallery received word from Mr. Krohn

that a FEMA trailer would be set up for him

and his son. In November, they were offered

an apartment located on Lighthouse property

as a temporary dwelling while they waited for

their FEMA trailer to be ready. 

Living and working at the Lighthouse has

many positives as far as Ms. Pratts and Mr.

Vallery are concerned.  Getting to work is

much quicker for them, but also the

Lighthouse is conveniently located to area

stores.  They know their way around which

makes them feel more comfortable and at

ease.  With sincere gratitude in his voice,

Mr. Vallery commented, “The Lighthouse has

been really nice and good to me – they take

care of us.”
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