
I am a 62 year old black male married to a

62 year old black female.  Together, we have

a son who is 33.  I do not feel that our family

is so different than other families we have

encountered, but I do feel we are very unique

in the way we live our daily lives.  To begin

telling you this experience, I must begin thir-

ty-nine years earlier.

I met my wife in 1969 when I sang a song

at the wedding of two dear friends.

Unknowingly, I met the girl I would madly

fall in love with.  With help from friends, I

was introduced to Lydia.  Meeting her was

no different than any other girls I had met.

She was a very attractive woman to me and I

wanted to pursue her interest.  From the day

we met in June 1969, things began to move

so fast; I proposed to marry her on my birth-

day, January 31, 1970, graduated from col-

lege June 1970, and married Lydia

December 12, 1970.  Phew! At that rate of

change, I’m lucky I survived 1970.

I soon realized that this whirlwind year

was only preparation for the real learning

experience that lay ahead.  So the new life

together begins, the real eye opener, the real
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Blind Support
An excerpt from 

“Brothers Together:

Lessons Learned that 

have Anchored our Souls”

Don Miller with wife Lydia, chronicles their life of
vision loss and raising a family. 
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NEWS

MISSION STATEMENT: The Lighthouse for the Blind serves people in the
region who are blind or visually impaired by providing job training, competitive
employment and services. Our goal is to promote individual independence and
self-reliance. We are committed to the proactive development of quality products
and services. The Lighthouse works in cooperation and partnership with private,
public and nonprofit entities.

The Lighthouse for the Blind is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

One of my un-anticipated tasks at this

stage of life is watching children’s television

programs with my two year old grandson. We

watch “Wonder Pets” and they have a slo-

gan: “We’re not too big and we’re not too

strong, but when we all work together, we get

the job done!”  Clearly, our staff and employ-

ees understand this with one exception, the

Lighthouse has increased its’ sales revenues

and service levels every year since 2002. The

one exception was 2005 with Hurricane

Katrina. We are truly blessed as this year is

on another record breaking track. 

While it is easy to talk about the past, the

future is what is important. This year will see

great progress in the improvement of our

New Orleans facility. The addition of the new

20,000 square foot warehouse and other

internal improvements will greatly enhance

the function and appearance of our property.

It is hoped that funding will also allow the

start of our long anticipated Administration

building. The addition of this building will

free up much needed space to accommodate

the continued growth in the services we pro-

vide to people with vision loss. The possible

start of a manufacturing project and services

in the Baton Rouge area is exciting and, while

still in the developmental stage, it looks very

A Message from the President

Bill Price,
Lighthouse 
President

promising. We are also developing new

biodegradable cups that meet “Green” initia-

tives set by our largest customer, the US

Government. 

Another 2009 initiative is to work harder to

make sure that all individuals who have vision

loss are aware of the great array of services

offered by our organization. It is important to

know that most of the individuals who come to

the Lighthouse are not “totally” blind. The legal

threshold of blindness can actually leave a per-

son with useful vision. A new emphasis will be

the message that the Lighthouse is not just for

the “blind” but for anyone who has vision loss. 

“Many Thanks” to all of you who have sup-

ported our mission throughout the years. Both

individual and community support are critical

and we pledge to continue to use your support

responsibly and effectively to meet the needs of

people who have vision loss.

2 LIGHTHOUSE NEWS
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LIGHTHOUSE NEWS 3

Over the past 3 years, the Casbarian fami-

ly has graciously hosted the Lighthouse’s

Spring Benefit at Arnaud’s Restaurant,

located at 813 Rue Bienville in the French

Quarter.  These benefits are used not only to

raise necessary dollars to help the

Lighthouse’s publicity and marketing

efforts, but also to help raise awareness and

support for the blind and visually impaired

community.

Sponsors of this year’s benefit include

Arnaud’s Restaurant, Friend & Company

Fine Jewelers, The Goldring Family

Foundation, Perfect Presentations,

Huhtamaki, and Victory Packaging.  Along

with the sponsors, the following provided

generous gifts for the silent auction and raf-

fle:  Earthsavers, Eclectic Home, Harouni

Gallery, Lum Vintage Lighting and

Accessories, Mignon Faget, Nadine Blake

LLC, the New Orleans Saints, Palm Patch,

Patty Constantine Caterers, the Ritz Carlton,

St. Charles Vision, St. Charles Vision Oultet

and Two Sprouts.

Through the sponsors, silent auction

items, raffle items and the tickets purchased

by individuals, the Lighthouse was able to

raise over $40,000 this year to help promote

its mission of providing jobs and services

to the blind and visually impaired in south-

east Louisiana.  We would like to express

our sincere gratitude to those that helped to

make this year’s benefit such a wonderful

success.

Benefit helps Lighthouse continue mission

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bill Price
President

Dr. Charles Glaser 
Chairman

Mrs. Mathilde Villere
Currence 
Vice-Chair

Ms. Lynne A. Burkart
Treasurer

Ms. Katy Casbarian
Secretary

Ms. Nicki Candies 
Mrs. Adrienne Casbarian
Mr. John Charpentier
Mrs. Madge Dicks
Dr. Shehab Ebrahim
Mr. Curtis Eustis
Mrs. Amy Farnsworth
Mrs. Sara M. Gootee
Mr. James A. Gray II
Mrs. Ginger Gundlach
Mrs. Shannon Gunther
Mr. H. Elder Gwin
Mrs. Julie Henault

Ms. Ann Theriot Irwin
Mrs. Julie Isacks
Mrs. Sandra Janes-Reagan
Mr. Keith Katz 
Dr. Barry J. Leader
Mr. Stephen F. Martin
Mr. Paul Masinter 
Dr. James C. McGuinness
Mrs. Kathleen Ramsey
Mr. Gary Reynolds
Mrs. Karen Waters Shipman
Mr. Richard J. Smith
Mrs. Bonita H. Watson

ADVISORY BOARD
Dr. Joyce R. Adema
Mr. Mark Brown
Mr. Troy Carter
Ms. Juli Anne Hart
Mr. John Jeremiah
Mr. I. Harold Koretzky
Mr. Marc Livaudais
Ms. Virginia Miller
Mr. Kevin P. Rafferty
Ms. Elizabeth Ryan
Mr. Lonnie Stockwell
Mrs. Carroll W. Suggs
Mr. George Villere

The Doro HandleEasy

326i GSM is an easy-to-use

mobile phone for when

you simply want to make

and receive calls. Direct

memory buttons and a

large keypad and display

make dialing easier, while

a vibrating ringer alerts

you to incoming calls. The

soft touch surface pro-

vides a better grip, and there is an easi-

ly activated speakerphone for added

convenience. Features include: 

• simple keypad 

• 4 direct memories 

• easy to read display 

If you would like more information on

the Doro HandleEasy Cell Phone,

please call Magnifiers & More at

(504)891-7008 or visit our website

www.lhb.org.

A mobile phone
made easier
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AARP Heart of Metairie Chapter #4924
Mr. Aaron Abramson
American Express Charitable Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Anderson
Anonymous
Ms. Clare C. Apffel
Mr. and Mrs. Selcer R. Armand
Mr. Leonard Augustine
Mr. Troy Bacino
Ms. Susan Barbazon-Wallace
Mr. Robert Bartlow
Mrs. David Batt
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Beard
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold J. Bennett
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bernard
Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand F. Berry
Mr. Louis A. Bienvenu
Mrs. Mary P. Bischoff
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Black lll
Mr. Leonce A. Blanchard, Jr.
Miss Ainsle Blanke
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Blue
Ms. Rose A. Boes
Miss Priscilla Bolyard
Ms. Marie C. Bordes
Mr. Lawrence A. Bosco
Mrs. Mary M. V. Boudreaux
Mr. and Mrs. Fred J. Brinkmann
Mrs. Ida Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Bruno
Mrs. Harolyn W. Bundy
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Buras
Mr. Hurschel J. Burleigh
Mr. William L. Butler
Mrs. Renee Cable
Mrs. Maria Calico
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Canepa
Mr. John L. Carlton *
Mr. Paul E. Carreras
Mr. George Carter, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Casey
Dr. and Mrs. Jack C. Castrogiovanni
Mr. Charles Chartier
Mrs. Dorothy M. Chauvin
Ms. Gwenlyn A. Chouest
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Christovich
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd J. Clancy
Mr. Wilson E. Daigle, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dalton, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. Danna, III
Ms. Dorothy Daret
Mr. and Mrs. Albin Demandre, Jr.
Mrs. Margerite Demolle
Ms. Paula B. Dunne
Mr. and Mrs. Steven H. Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Eaton
Ms. Elizabeth H. Fabregas
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Feliu
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Fitzhugh
Mr. and Mrs. Michael I. Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Foley

Ms. Doris H. Fourcade
Mrs. Betty W. Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Freeman, III
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Fried, Jr.
Mr. Joseph J. Froeba
Mr. Harold A. Fuselier, III
Mrs. Joseph Gebbia
Mrs. Grace T. George
Mr. Daniel J. Gibbons
Ms. Marilyn Gilbert and Ms. Angelica 
Ashley Gilbert

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Gilly
Mr. Gary L. Gilmore
Mr. and Mrs. Lambert J. Gonzales, Jr.
Good Search 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey J. Goodwyne
Mr. and Mrs. Harold S. Grehan, Jr.
Ms. D. A. Guichard
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Haddad
Mr. and Mrs. E. Simms Hardin
Mr. C. Peck Hayne
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Hebert
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Hegarty
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Henling, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Chapman G. Holbrook
Mr. and Mrs. George Hornung
Mrs. Vivian F. Hoskins
Mr. and Mrs. Ben M. Huffman
Mr. Anthony H. Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard B. Jeskin
Ms. Hazel Jones

Mrs. Susan Jumonville
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Kaelin, III
Mr. Tim Keane
Ms. Claudia Kelleher
Dr. and Mrs. John A. King
Mr. and Mrs. Guion H. Kleinpeter
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Koch, III
Mr. Edward P. LaBruyere
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Lamousin, III
Mrs. Gladys G. LeBreton
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald S. Leggio
Mrs. Alice K. LeJeune
Mr. and Mrs. Carris E. Leonard
Mr. Jonathan L. Levy
Liberty Mutual Foundation Match
Mr. and Mrs. Martin B. Lill
Cathy L. Logan Inc.
Mr. James J. Manalla, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gustave A. Manthey
Mrs. Janice Marchand
Mr. and Mrs. E. Thomas Marquardt
Ms. Noel R. Marsolan
Mr. Dan (S.D.) Martin
Mrs. Jane Dart Maunsell
Ms. Mary McCullough
Mrs. Melanie McGuire
Ms. Janet Miller
Mr. Harold C. Montz, Sr.
Mrs. Elizabeth Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce D. Moore
Ms. Roberta D. Nelson

4 LIGHTHOUSE NEWS

The Boh Foundation
Ms. Lynne Burkhart
The Cahn Family Foundation
Ms. Nicki M. Candies
The Catholic Foundation of the 

Archdiocese of New Orleans
Dr. Shehab A. Ebrahim 
Entergy New Orleans, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Eustis 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Favrot 
Eye, Ear, Nose & Throat Foundation
Georgia Pacific
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Glaser 
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan P. Gootee
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Gunther 
The Gustaf, Westfeldt, McIlhenny Family 

Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Hassinger
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Huguley III
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Isacks, Jr.
King, LeBlanc & Bland PLLC

LAS Enterprises 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Merrick 
The Jerome S. and Grace H. Murray 

Foundation
New Orleans Hash House Harriers
Donald Palmer Charitable Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Reagan 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Gary F. Reynolds 
The Richards Family Foundation 
The Salmen Family Foundation 
Mr. Leo W. Seal, Jr.*

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis C. Sorrells
Stewart Enterprises Inc.
Succession of Mrs. Marie Coralie Stouse 
Textron Marine & Land Systems 
The United Way of Greater New Orleans
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Villere
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Wilkinson 
The Margaret Ann Williams Foundation, Inc.
Winn Dixie Stores, Inc.

* indicates person is deceased

SUPPORTERS

PATRONS

AARP - Metairie Chapter 725
Mr. and Mrs. Hirshel T. Abbott Jr.
Ms. Suzanne Alford
Anonymous
Mrs. Virginia Baldwin
Ms. Susan Barbazon-Wallace
Judge Denis A. Barry
Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Bartels
Bass Enterprises Production Co.
Mrs. Avery McLoughlin Bassich
Drs. Haydee and Nicolas Bazan
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen K. Bellaire
Mr. and Mrs. Raul R. Bencomo
Mr. Frank Beyer
Ms. Mabel L. Blake
Mr. Donald A. Blanchard
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne A. Blankenship
Mr. Darryl G. Borne
Bourgeois Bennett LLC
Mr. Kenneth P. Bowers
Mr. and Mrs. Creed W. Brierre, Sr.
Ms. Bonnie Broel
Mr. Paul W. Brosman, Jr.
Bruno & Tervalon, LLP, Certified Public 

Accountants
Ms. Eileen Burke 
The Burkedale Foundation
Mrs. Helen Butcher
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Calhoun
Mr. and Mrs. J. Michael Carbine
Mr. Hulbert A. Carruth
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Casbarian
Mr. Ryan Casey, WWL-TV
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Church, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Colbert
Mr. Leslie J. Colonello
Mr. and Mrs. Martin F. Comer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Pierre E. Conner
Mrs. Bettie J. Conover
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Corenswet, Jr.
Mr. Lawrence Coulon
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Currence, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Currier
Ms. Amy D'Aquila
Mr. Fred J. D'Aquin III
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Carl J. Dicharry
Mrs. Pam Dongieux
Mrs. Kay E. Donnelly

Ms. Elissa K. Dozier
Mr. and Mrs. G. Perry Eastman IV
Dr. and Mrs. J. Ollie Edmunds, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Edrington
Entergy Services, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Farnsworth
Mr. and Mrs. R. Roy Fausett
Mr. and Mrs. James Favrot
Sybil M. and D. Blair Favrot Family Fund 
First National Bank U S A
Mrs. Marguerite Florent
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Flower
Fox Pro Media, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Gaffney
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Gahagan
Mr. and Mrs. Cyril P. Geary Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Cyril P. Geary III
Ms. Anita P. Georges
Mr. Daniel J. Gibbons
Dr. Peter Glaser
Ms. Mira Gnoinska
The Greater Tulane Baptist Church 
Mrs. Kelly Green
Ms. Camille C. Grefer
Miss Joyce R. Griener
Ms. Holly Gore Groh, M.D.
Ms. Diane R. Guedry
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Gundlach
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gundlach
Mr. H. Elder Gwin
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Hartman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Hartman
Dr. and Mrs. Lionel H. Head
Mr. Timothy Heckel
Mr. and Mrs. Odom Heebe Jr.
Miss Jane Heidingsfelder
Mr. and Mrs. Howard J. Held
Mrs. Julie Henault
Ms. Beverly F. Himel
Mrs. Joy Hodges
Mr. Nathan P. Horner
Mr. and Mrs. Harley B. Howcott, Jr.
Ms. Logan Howcott
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Irwin VI
Mr. Frank A. Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. E. Douglas Johnson, Jr.
Mrs. Susan H. Jumonville
Mrs. H. J. Jumonville
Mrs. Gloria Kabacoff
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Katz

Mrs. Lourdes Keiffer
Mr. H. G. Koch, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David Krebs
Mr. Rick Krohn
Mr. and Mrs. Harry E. Kuhner II
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kupperman
LA Northshore Delta Gamma Alumnae 

Association
Mr. and Mrs. Owen J. La Cour, Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Owen J. La Cour III
Mrs. Eleanore Lane
LAS Enterprises 
Lauricella Land Company 
Mr. Kenneth A. Lawder, Jr.
Mr. Robert I. Lawson
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Leach
Dr. and Mrs. Barry J. Leader
Mr. and Mrs. Charles LeBourgeois, Jr.
Lemle & Kelleher LLP
Ms. Bonnie Lester
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram J. Levey
Mr. and Mrs. Leon A. Licciardi
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Lipani
Lou-Con, Inc.
Mrs. Paula L. Maher
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. Mann, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Masinter
Ms. Kay McArdle
Ms. Alison C. McAshan
Mrs. Kerry McEachin
Dr. and Mrs. James McGuinness
Mrs. Pat McIntyre
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Meade
Ms. Virginia Miller 
Mrs. Dorothy L. Mintz
Ms. Henriette V. Monrose
Mrs. Courtney Montgomery 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Baldwin Montgomery
Mount Carmel Academy 
Mrs. Donald J. Nalty
Ms. Arlene Nesser
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Neumeyer
Dr. and Mrs. Neil F. Notaroberto
Mr. and Mrs. Rawley M. Penick, III
Mrs. Patsy Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Perrillia, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dodie Petagna
Mr. John Pope and Ms. Diana Pinckley
Mr. Andrew L. Plauche, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Prentiss
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ramsey
Mr. Otto F. Ramsey, Jr.

Ms. Marie E. Rau
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Reggio
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Reiss III
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rico
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew G. Rigby
Mr. John F. Rowley
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Rufty III
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Rugeley
Mrs. Marilyn Rusovich
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Ryan
Mr. Mark Sarver
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schlegel
Mrs. Margot H. Schneidau
Mr. Stan Schoen
Mrs. Betty L. Schwall
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Semmes
Ms. Mary Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Otis Shipman
Mr. Dickey C. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Smith
Mr. Thomas L. Snakenberg
Mrs. Jane A. Soulant
Mrs. Josephine H. Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew E. Stall
Mr. Buddy Stall
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome D. Steiner
Mr. Mark Stich
Studio Mundi Inc.
Succession of Lerabelle Robichaux
Mrs. Carroll W. Suggs
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Talbot
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Tatje
Treuting, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Tuennerman
United Cabs Inc.
Mrs. Renee Vidrine
Mr. and Mrs. St. Denis J. Villere III
Mr. and Mrs. Terence E. Walsh
Dr. and Mrs. Rudolph F. Weichert III
Mr. Farrell Weil
Mrs. Ruth R. Weisler
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Wessel
Captain and Mrs. John S. White USN (Ret.)
Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. Winter 
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Wohl
Mr. D. Brent Wood
Woodward Design & Build (Carl E. 

Woodward, Inc.)
Mr. William Wynne
Mr. and Mrs. George V. Young

SPONSORS

2008 ANNUAL GIVING DONORS

Continued on next page
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Mark Adams
Mr. & Mrs. George E. Marks, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Reppel III
Mr. & Mrs. James Roy
Mr. Robert Wehrmann
Mr. & Mrs. Lynward Adams
Ms. Beverly Burregi
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Donnelly
Mrs. Louise Geary
Ms. Rose Habighorst
Mrs. Beverly Vanderbrook

Rosemary Bursley
Mrs. Leda M. Sobon 

Mrs. Ellen Casbarian
Mr. & Mrs. Perry S. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Moses
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pincus 

Mrs. Mildred Caserta
Mr. & Mrs. Whitney Robichaux Jr.
Rose & Tom Lahusen 

Thomas Comiskey
Mr. Stewart Cohen 

Martha Harper
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W. Huguley IV 

Mr. Mel Hitt
Mrs. Beatrice H. Wilcox 

Maxine Jackson
Ms. Odette R. Francis 

Mr. Warren Jumonville
Mercedes Munster 

Anna Klotter
Ms. Alice B. Lopez, et al, at the 

St. Joseph Apartments 

Vi Landry
Anonymous 
Ms. Amy D'Aquila
Mr. Matt Moran 
Ms. Jennifer Smith
Mrs. Renee Vidrine

Jemison 'Jim' Leitz
Mr. Alan M. Black
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Buck
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Busch
Ms. Martha V. Campbell
Mr. Charles Chartier
Mrs. Susan Eckholdt
Mrs. Donna C. Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Guzzardo
Mr. Thomas Hadaway
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hadaway
Ms. Carol A. Istre
Lake Castle Private School 
Lowry-Dunhan, Case & Vivien Insurance 

Agency 

The Pinewood ROBS 
Mrs. Leslie H. Puntilla
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Robichaux
Mrs. Linda L. Rubinow
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Thaller
Ms. Jeanette Vera
Mr. Samuel C. Vreeland
Ms. Terrie Watson

Karen Joy Arena Levine
Archie T. Higgins, Jr., Insurance Agency, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. James Zimmerman 

Mrs. Lulu Whitson Levy
Mrs. Barbara Ross 

Stephen P. Marcev
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Marcev 

Paul Marinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Alan H. Philipson 

Christopher Vincent Mayeaux
Mrs. Barbara W. Guion
Ms. Ann McWilliams 

Mr. & Mrs. Al Mazur
Children's Growth Fund 

Mrs. Ruby Roberts Mazur
Caldwell Wholesale Co.
Bobby L. Greene 
Hubley, Marcotte, Rhodes & Hussey

Dr. Alvaro J. O'Byrne
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Babington
Mr. & Mrs. Gus A. Fritchie
HeartSafe

Mr. R. Justin Garon & Ms. Robin Levy
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Graham
Mr. & Mrs. Philip F. Lapeyre
Lin Miao
Morphy, Makofsky, Inc.
Ms. Pam Perret
Dr. C.J. Pollet @ Vision Source
Mr. & Mrs. Henry S. Provosty
Kelly & Treva P. Ragland
Mrs. Anne S. Robinson
Ms. Leila F. Schumacher
Stephenson, Matthews, Chavarri & 

Lambert, LLC 
Mr. Stanley E. Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Stephenson
Mrs. Olivia D. Toth

Mrs. Oscar (Anne) Poche
Mrs. Karlys P. Fortner 

Lerabelle Robichaux
Ms. Linda V. Blitz
Mr. & Mrs. Harold L. Block
Ms. Sandra A. Gaines
GME Team @ Wink Companies 
Ms. Mary M. Jenkins
Ronald E. Ripple Remodeling Co.
Wink Companies, LLC

Murray Wilson Smith
Ms. Cleo Smith

Dr. Wolfe, Sr.
Mr. Mrs. Charles R. Wirth, Jr.

Helen Wright
Ms. Marie L. Broussard

Mr. and Mrs. H. Mark Adams
Mrs. Marilyn Aiken
Mrs. June Aiken
Mrs. Mavis H. Ashby
Mrs. Alma M. Atkinson
Mrs. Catherine C. Babin
Ms. Marilyn Barnett
Mrs. Avery McLoughlin Bassich
Mrs. Ann M. Batt
Mrs. Rubie Bell
Mrs. Joan Benjamin
Ms. Ann V. Bennett
Mrs. Constance Benton
Mrs. Virginia Bernard
Mrs. Maxine Blum
Mrs. Ann K. Bradburn 
Mrs. Carolyn Cornelius
Mrs. Elizabeth Creel
Mrs. Mildred Crouere
Mrs. Constance W. Dahlberg
Mrs. Mary De La Barre
Mrs. Melinda De La Vergne
Mrs. Lynn Dicharry
Mrs. Madge Dicks
Mrs. Kay E. Donnelly
Mrs. Gary J. Elkins

Mrs. Elizabeth Estes
Mrs. Betty W. Fowler
Mrs. Hattie Fraser
Mrs. Jocelyn Fromherz
Mrs. Jane Gage
Mrs. Cynthia Geoghegan
Mrs. Grace George
Mrs. Roma Gibson
Mrs. Susan Gundlach
Mrs. Elaine Gwin 
Mrs. Maurice Handelman
Mrs. Lanier L. Hosford
Mrs. Lynn Ives
Mrs. Louise D. Jastram
Mrs. Robert N. Jones
Mrs. Susan H. Jumonville
Mrs. Beverly Kaplan
Ms. Claudia Kelleher
Mrs. Dorothy Kerth
Mrs. Elizabeth Killeen
Mrs. Margo Koch
Mrs. Henry A. LaRocca
Mrs. John P. Laborde
Ms. Anne S. Laird
Mrs. E. Sorrell Lanier

Mrs. Kathleen Lapeyre
Mrs. Grace Parker LeCorgne
Mrs. Gail Lemarie
Mrs. Gail Lewis
Mrs. Barbara A. Lill *
Mrs. Ailleen Livaudais
Ms. Marjorie M. Manard
Ms. Kay McArdle
Mrs. Patti McHugh
Mrs. Pat McIntyre
Mrs. Marie McLellan
Mrs. Carolyn McNeal
Mrs. Ann Mentz
Mrs. Rita W. Mitchell
Mrs. Peggy Monsted
Mrs. R. Joseph Mossy Jr.
Mrs. Joel G. Myers

Mrs. Margaret A. Newman
Ms. Mary Lou O'Keefe
Mrs. Elise Orr
Mrs. Stacy Pellerin
Mrs. Jeanne Rabig
Mrs. Margaret J. Read
Mrs. Peggy Reed
Mrs. Francoise B. Richardson
Mrs. Ellen Richardson
Mrs. Curtis P. Rome, Jr.
Mrs. Marilyn Rusovich
Ms. Elizabeth L. Scott
Mrs. Alana Seelig
Mrs. Norma Senter
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Smith
Mrs. Ruby Smith
Mrs. Ann H. Soniat

Mrs. Josephine H. Spencer
Mrs. Laura St. Clair
Mrs. Susan E. Stall
Mrs. Carroll W. Suggs
Mrs. Hunter Tabb
Mrs. Yvonne Treadway
Mrs. Lydia Trice
Mrs. Mary Ann Valentino
Mrs. Lisette L. Verlander
Dr. Nell P. Waring
Mrs. Edward F. Wegmann
Mrs. Joel Weinstock
Mrs. Helen Wetzel
Mrs. Cinta Willcox
Mrs. Betty Wilson
Mrs. Cindy Woessner

AUXILIARY DONORS

Eloise Aultman
~for Christmas
Mrs. Murray Pitts 

Mr. & Mrs. Westervelt Ballard
~Happy Holidays!
Mrs. Susan H. Jumonville 

Betty Gensler, Duane Page,
Marian Bourgeois
~for birthdays
Ms. Gail Lemarie 

Mr. Drew Burrell
The Slidell Shockers 12 year old

All-star Baseball Team

Archie Casbarian
Mr. & Mrs. Perry S. Brown

Mr. Bobbie Corrett
Mr. Raymond E. Heap 

Mathilde Currence
Mr. & Mrs. Alan H. Philipson 

Barbara E. Fitzpatrick
~for birthday
Mrs. Dorothy E. Isacks 

Grayson Harris
~for Christmas
Mrs. Murray Pitts 

Susan H. Jumonville
~for Christmas
Mr. & Mrs. Alan H. Philipson 

Wilma Lagarde
Ms. Marian D. Lagarde 

Ed Leckert ~for birthday
Ms. Marguerite Hathway

Alan & Arlene Philipson
~Happy Holidays!
Mrs. Susan H. Jumonville

Stella Farwell & Phil Urion
~Happy Holidays!
Mrs. Susan H. Jumonville

George G. Villere
Mr. & Mrs. Alan A. Philipson
Mr. & Mrs. Leon J. Reymond, Jr.

Mrs. Lynn McClure O'Brien
Ms. Jessie M. O'Dell
Olinger & Associates PC 
Pailet, Meunier & LeBlanc LLP
Mr. and Mrs. D.D. Paynter
Mrs. Murray Pitts
Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Posner, Jr.
Mr. L. Maurice Provosty
Mr. and Mrs. George S. Rafferty

Mr. and Mrs. Wade R. Ragas
Ms. Shannon Ratliff
Mrs. Margaret J. Read
Ms. Audrey A. Reich
Mrs. Janelle T. Reynolds
Mrs. Anne S. Robinson
Ms. Sylvia Robinson
Mr. Johnny P. Rodrigue
Mrs. Virginia F. Rooney
Mr. Robert D. Roth
Mrs. Camille Ruiz
Mrs. Odessa B. Rutter
Mr. and Mrs. Brian E. Salathe
Mr. Karl M. Samuels

Robert L. Scheuermann, M.D.
Mrs. Daisy B. Schexnaydre
Mr. Ray R. Schmidt, Sr.
Ms. Cathy A. Schweitzer
Mrs. Marie L. Scioneaux
Mr. and Mrs. James Shull
Mr. Dale S. Siligmueller
Ms. Elizabeth W. Silva
Ms. Gloria Slater
Mr. Drake D. Sloss
Mrs. James B. Smoak
Mr. William L. Springer
Mr. Bobby Stelly
Mrs. Mathilda G. Stream

Succession of Elvira C. Hirsch
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Suckow
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard G. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Thompson
Mrs. Charlotte L. Todd
Mrs. Mary Ann Valentino
Mr. Linton J. Vegas, Jr.
Vinson Guard Service Inc.
Ms. Elizabeth B. Wauchope
Col. and Mrs. Albert Wetzel
Mrs. Jerome R. Wool, Sr.
Miss Jodi Yuspeh

* indicates person is deceased

Judge Denis Barry
Ms. Darlene Bassett-Lill
Mr.  Randy Boudreaux
Ms. D. Christine Brinser

~Design Plus Interiors, Inc.
Mrs.  Adrienne Casbarian

~Shoplum Vintage Lighting &
Accessories 

Mr. and Mrs. Archie Casbarian
~Arnaud’s Restaurant 

Mrs.  Jane Casbarian

Ms.  Katy Casbarian
Mrs.  Anell Cerniglia
Ms.  Gail Crespo
Dr.  Frank Culotta
Mr. Tommy Cvitanovich

~Drago's Seafood Restaurant 
Ms.  Amy D'Aquila
Mr.  Jon Deloume
Mrs.  Madge Dicks
Ms.  Melissa Duhe
Mrs.  Coleen Enmon

Dr.   Charles Glaser
~St. Charles Vision

Mr. William Goldring
~Goldring Family Foundation 

Ms.  Doris Hebe
Mrs.  Jenice Heck
Mrs.  Dorothy Heck

~Fleur de Lis Garden Club
Hope Haven 
Jackson Avenue Evangelical 

Congregation 
Mr.  Toyin Kollyade
Dr.   Barry Leader

~New Orleans Eye 

Specialists
Lions Services, Inc 
Ms.  Judith Maier
Ms.  Linda McGough
Dr.  James McGuinness
Mr.  Alexander McIntyre
Monteleone Hotel 
Mr.  Frank Newman
Mrs.  Geraldine Norman
Dr. Neil Notaroberto
Mrs.  Patsy Perkins
Ms. Jackie Palumbo

~EarthSavers 
Mrs.  Clara Rainey

Mr. Melvin J. Rodrigue
~Galatoire's Restaurant, Inc.

Ms.  Lynne Ross
Val Rudovich

~Val's Diving Service, Inc.
Mr.  Jon Schleuss
Mr.  Rolla Sessum
Ms.  Gloria Slater
Ms.  Cleo Smith
Ms.  Erin Stein
Mr.  Glen Vesh

~Perfect Presentations

Nicholas Chedid
Brooke Duson
Steven Furr
Savanthia Gros
Samantha Hetchler
John Jordan

Beverly Kaplan
Jessica Magonet
Sr. Maria Gonzales
Melanie McGuire
Danielle Roberts
Andretta Robinson

Alice Smith
Barbara Thompson
Rebecca Treson
Roberta Tucker *
Derelyn Williams
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VOLUNTEERS

HONOR DONATIONS
Bold type indicates persons honored

IN KIND GIFTS

SUPPORTERS
Continued

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Bold type indicates persons memorialized
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2008 Financial Report

Revenue by Source

Expenses by Activity

Sales by CategoryManufacturing $15,709,933

Services $1,643,241

Administration $1,225,142

Development $119,374

Total $18,697,690

Manufacturing $17,375,942

Grants $799,272

Fee for Service $676,969

Investments - $283,680

Gifts (non-capital) $339,331

Bequests $1,986

Total $18,909,820

Paper Plate $9,341,192

Paper Towel $2,232,065

Paper Cup $4,107,006

Assembly $197,221

Service Contracts $833,846

Textiles $421,541

Mops $243,071

Fee for Service $363,658

Resale $313,310

Total $18,052,910

84%

8.8%6.6%
0.6%

1.8%
- 1.5%

3.6%
4.2%

91.9%

1.3%

2.4%1.9%

49.6%

0.3% 5.2%
1.8%

20%

17.4%
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life for the rest of my life, not by myself, but

with a partner.  I knew Lydia had visual

problems and soon began to learn the

extent of her disability.  Like others who had

met Lydia, she appeared to be normal and

showed very few signs of her disability.  I

had to learn how to live with her disability.

When do I help her, or more important,

when do I stay away and let well enough

alone?  I come from a nurturing family with

strong and caring parents and sibling rela-

tionships.  The one thing I learned from these

ties is to be there for each other in need and

to have patience and understanding though

my thoughts may not agree with theirs.

Lydia was always an independent individ-

ual and I realized early in our relationship

that I should not treat her as a handicapped

person.  This was very hard for me.  I would

see her struggling to do a simple task such

as pouring water in a cup or picking up the

remote for the television.  With sighted peo-

ple, we can see when the cup is full or look

for the remote when it’s not in the same

place.  Multiply the extra time it takes for

someone who’s blind to perform such sim-

ple tasks on a daily basis.  Thank God, how

fortunate we are to be sighted.

Yes, at first, it hurt to watch and not do any-

thing, but Lydia had to learn to do these daily

tasks in a way that was functional to her.  She

had to make mistakes, become frustrated and

cry.  So what if you spilled the milk! So what if

you burned the dinner!! Life did not stop,

Lydia did not quit trying and I surely learned

to wait for Lydia to ask me for help.

In all marriages, one major factor is trust.

Yes, we do trust each other.  Yet, because

blindness enters into the equation, trust esca-

lates to a new level.  Being from a well adjust-

ed strong family background, I never underes-

timated my responsibilities as head and main

provider of my family.  The kind of trust I’m

speaking of is when my wife and I have had a

very heated argument and we cannot stand to

be in the same room and the very next minute

I have to bring her to work, church or the

store.  She trusts that I will continue to take

her hand and escort her to the car, find what

she needs at the store and show the respect I

show when we are on good terms.  The kind

of trust I’m speaking of is how to know that

even though you cannot see the bills I pay,

you trust I spend your hard earned money

with the same care I spend mine.  

The challenge of Lydia’s blindness was cer-

tainly a test but we also chose to parent.  As

all parents know, it is hard enough with two

healthy parents raising a child.  It did not take

long for Kendrick to realize that his mother’s

sight was impaired.  We made all efforts to

teach him of her disability.  We taught him not

to leave toys and other things in the middle of

the floor where she walked.  We encouraged

him to feel good about himself and his par-

ents though his friends and peers saw flaws.

We loved him and took care of him and noth-

Blind Support
continued from page 1

continued on page 8

In an effort to reduce the expense of produc-

ing and mailing the Lighthouse newsletter, the

Lighthouse would like to ask your help.  If you

have an e-mail address and would prefer to

receive the Lighthouse newsletter via e-mail

rather than hard copy, please contact the

Development office. The newsletter is in

Acrobat Adobe PDF format and for those that

are visually impaired or blind, Acrobat now

offers a voice reader within the program itself.

You may call us at (504)899-4501 ext. 209 or e-

mail: cwhite@lhb.org.  Please help the

Lighthouse save cost and trees.  Sign up for

e-newsletters today!

Help the Lighthouse reduce waste
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ing else mattered.

Kendrick was always a handful, but he

could not pull anything over on his mother.

Lydia could not see what he was doing, but

she knew when he was not doing the right

things.  If she did not know, she fooled him

into believing that she did.  Lydia and I found

ourselves at each others throat while trying

to raise Kendrick.  Finally, we realized he was

playing both ends against the middle.  From

that day on, we would do a better job of join-

ing our parenting forces with him.  Our com-

munication level began to reach an all time

high.  Yes, we then began to win the struggle.

Today we can stand as proud parents for the

care and common sense we used years ago.

I do not have all the answers to why our

marriage works and why others fail.  Having a

handicap is not the determining factor in any

marriage.  Hopefully love, respect and admi-

ration are key elements to start any good

relationship.  Since being married, I have met

many of Lydia’s friends who are handicapped,

some physically and some visually.  Every

one of them are very mobile, they enjoy life to

the fullest extent.  When they are down, they

bounce back stronger then they were before.

Sometimes, I am so amazed at the things they

have accomplished; I know I should never

complain about anything ever again.  

Throughout my marriage to Lydia, the only

handicap that seems to have existed is me,

the time I have taken to learn about how to

live with her condition, keep a positive atti-

tude and above all show the love, respect and

patience to my wife in view of her condition.

Who knows how our life could have been?

The knowledge I have obtained in the first 39

years makes me ready for another 39.  

~ Don Louis Miller, 
New Orleans, Louisiana

Excerpt from “Brothers Together: Lessons

Learned that have Anchored our Souls”

©Manson & Gould Publishing Company, 1999

Don Miller, Mailroom Supervisor, is a

Lighthouse employee who works at the IRS

mailroom, a Lighthouse service contract job

with the government.  Lydia Miller, Don’s wife,

also works at the Lighthouse in the Scrubber

department as a packer.  Lydia was diag-

nosed with Congenital Glaucoma at twelve

months old.  She had her first surgery for the

defect at 21-months and was able to retain

part of her vision until 2000 when she com-

pletely lost her sight. 
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Blind Support
continued from page 7
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